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AUUG .General Information

Memberships and Subscriptions
Membership, Change of Address, and Subscription forms can be found at the end. of this issue.

All correspondence concerning membership of the AUUG should be addressed to:-

.The AUUG Membership Secretary,
P.O. Box 366,
Kensington, N.S.W. 2033.
AUSTRALIA

General Correspondence
All other correspondence for the AUUG should be addressed to:,

The AUUG Secretary,
P.O. Box 366,
Kensington, N.S.W. 2033.
AUSTRALIA

AUUG Executive

President Greg Rose Secretary Tim Roper

greg@softway.sw.oz
Softway Pty. Ltd.,
New South Wales

timr@labtam.oz
Labtam Information Systems Pty. Ltd.
Victoria

Treasurer Michael Tuke

mjt@conjure@labtam.oz
Vision Control Australia
Victoria

Committee
Members

Frank Crawford

frank@ te ti.q ht o ur s.o z
Q.H. Tours
New South Wales

Richard Burridge

ric hb@ sunaus.sun.o z
Sun Microsystems Australia
New South Wales

Chris Maltby Tim Segall

chris@softway.sw.oz
Softway Pty. Ltd.
New South Wales

tim@ hpaus la.aso.hp.o z
Hewlett Packard Australia
Victoria

Next AUUG Meeting
AUUG89 Conference and Exhibition, will be held at the Sydney Hilton Hotel from
Tuesday 8th to Friday 1 lth August 1989.

Full details will be sent to members in the mail in early July.
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-, AUUG Newsletter

Editorial

Welcome to the .Newsletter.

In this issue we have an acticle from John Lions and also David Horsefall’s Off the Net.

We also have our regular reprints from the USENIX and EUUG Newsletters. Please note that we also
have a USENIX proceedings offer.

My next task for AUUG will be assemble the proceedings for AUUG89. I am told that Programme
Committee headed by Peter Barnes has assembled a good range of speakers and papers for the
Conference. As AUUG’s major event of the year it is well worth attending. Watch out for our mailer
which should get to you in early July.

For the bush laywer’s amoung you we have a special treat. The AUUG Incorporated Constitution is
printed in this issue. Those attending the Annual General Meeting held during AUUG89 perhaps should
become acquainted with it.

REMEMBER, if the mailing label that comes with this issues is highlighted, it is time to renew your
AUUG Membership.

AUUGN Correspondence
All correspondence reguarding the AUUGN should be addressed to:-

John Carey
AUUGN Editor
Labtam Information Systems Pty. Ltd.
P.O. Box 297
Mordialloc Victoria 3195
AUSTRALIA

ACSnet: john@labtam.oz

Phone: +61 3 587 1444

Contributions
The Newsletter is published approximately every two months. The deadline for contributions for the
next issue is Friday the 14th of July 1989.

Cona-ibutions should be sent to the Editor at the above address.

I prefer documents sent to me by via electronic mail and formatted using troff-mm and my footer
macros, troff using any of the standard macro and preprocessor packages (-ms, -me, -mm, pic, tbl, eqn)
as well TeX, and LaTeX will be accepted.

Hardcopy submissions should be on A4 with 35 mm left at the top and bottom so that the AUUGN
footers can be pasted on to the page. Small page numbers printed in the footer area would help.

Advertising
Advertisements for the AUUG are welcome. They must be.submitted on an A4 page. No partial page
advertisements will be accepted. The current rate is AUD$ 200 dollars per page.

Mailing Lists
For the purchase of the AUUGN mailing list, please contact Tim Roper.

Vol 10 No 3 4 AUUGN



Back Issues ~

Various back issues of the AUUGN are available, details are printed at the end of this issue.

Acknowledgement
This Newsletter was produced with the kind assistance and equipment provided by Labtam Information
Systems Pty Ltd.

Disclaimer
Opinions expressed by authors and reviewers are not necessarily those of the Australian UNIX systems
User Group, its Newsletter or its editorial committee.
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President’s Letter

Just a short note this time, in the lead up to the mad rush of A UUG’89. Early indications are that the
conference will be a big success, with all the display stands and sponsorships filled, and some extremely
interesting speakers, local and overseas.

Peter Barnes and his program committee are doing a great job, as are the organising committee
including Frank Crawford and Pat Duffy.

Hopefully, this newsletter will also show the results of the election of officers. I would like to express,
on behalf of myself and the treasurer and secretary, Michael Tuke and Tim Roper respectively, gratitude
for the vote of thanks implicit in being re-elected unopposed. As Tim said recently, it takes a whole
year just to learn how to do the job, it would be a shame to lose that experience. It is time for us to start
training replacements, though...

This will be the last one of these you get to read before AUUG’89, so I can say "see you there".

Best regards,

Greg Rose.
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Secretary’s Letter

The collective mind of AUUG is currently occupied by AUUG89, the 1989 Conference and Exhibition.
All the indicators point to this being the most successful AUUG event ever. Acceptance of papers for
consideration has closed and rumour has it that Peter Barnes has been sighted somewhere in his office
underneath a pile of A4 envelopes and faxes. ACMS have exhibition space booked at 100% capacity
with about 30 vendors occupying over 50 stands (and there is a waiting list). We are delighted to have
Pat Duffy managing a professional publicity campaign for the conference. Those details again: Tuesday
8th - Friday 1 lth August, 1989 at the Hilton Hotel in Sydney. All members and previous attendees will
receive a brochure containing registration, accommodation and general information in early July. These
matters are being managed by ACMS whose phone number is (02)3324622.
Look out for AUUG’s own stand at AUUG89. There you will find the FaceSaver camera, AUUGN
back issues, USENIX conference proceedings, T-shirts and of course membership information. Why not
take the opportunity to renew your membership? Cheques, Bankcard, Visa, Mastercard and even cash
accepted.
Elsewhere in this issue you will find the results of the election of office bearers for 1989/90. I would
like to record my .thanks to the retiring committee members and extend my congratulations to the new
ones.

A current project, expected to be off the ground before AUUG89, is, at long last, membership cards.
These will serve as receipts, proof of membership (for discounts etc.), and perhaps a useful renewal rem-
inder. (Reminders will continue to be posted.)
At the last Management Committee Meeting the schedule of membership fees for the 1989190 financial
year was set as follows.

Ordinary members $ 78
Institutional members $325
Student members $ 45

Membership still includes a subscription to AUUGN. You may be interested to know that the Ordinary
membership fees is very close to the actual cost of publishing AUUGN and of mailing reminder notices
and ballot papers annually to members. Fees for overseas mailing have been brought into line with
current costs and there are now two overseas airmail fees according to country zone. New membership
application forms are being prepared; in the mean time the old forms and fees will be accepted.

Finally I would like to extend apologies to Hewlett-Packard Australian Software Operation who, due to
a clerical error on AUUG’s part, have been omitted from the listings of Institutional members published
in the previous three issues of AUUGN.

Tim Roper

AUUGN 7 Vol 10 No 3



AUUG Incorporated
P.O. Box 366
Kensington N.S.W.
Australia 2033
auug@munnari.oz.au

NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

The 1989 Annual General Meeting of AUUG Incorporated will be held
at the Hilton Hotel in Sydney on Thursday 10th August, 1989 at
five PM. This is in conjunction with the 1989 Conference and
Exhibition.

The agenda is attached. The minutes of the last general meeting
of the association, being the 1988 Annual General Meeting, were
published in AUUGN Volume 9 Number 5 dated October 1988.

Timothy Roper
Secretary

AGENDA

i. Apologies

2. Minutes of last meeting (15th September, 1988)

3. Business arising from Minutes

4. Returning Officer’s Report

5. President’s Report

6. Secretary’s Report

7. Treasurer’s Report

8. Meetings in 1990

9. Next Annual General Meeting

i0. Other Business
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AUUG 1989 Election. Results

Returning Officer’s Report - Results of ballot for office bearers 1989-1990

President:
Greg Rose

Secretary:
Tim Roper

Treasurer:
Michael Tuke

Committee
Peter Barnes
John Carey
Pat Duffy
Chris Maltby

Returning Officer
John O’Brien

Assistant Returning Officer:
David Purdue

87 votes were received out of 357 ballots sent out

John O’Brien
Returning Officer
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Adelaide UNIX Users Group

The Adelaide UNIX Users Group has been meeting on a formal basis for 12 months.
Meetings are held on the third Wednesday of each month. To date, all meetings have
been held at the University of Adelaide. However, it was recently decided to change
the meeting time from noon to 6pm. This has necessitated a change of venue, and, as
from April, meetings will be held at the offices of Olivetti Australia.

In addition to disseminating information about new products and network status, time
is allocated at each meeting for the raising of specific UNIX related problems and for
a brief (15-20 minute) presentation on an area of interest. Listed below is a sampling
of recent talks.

D. Jarvis
K. Maciunas
R. Lamacraft
W. Hosking
P. Cheney
J. Jarvis

"The UNIX Literature"
"Security"
"UNIX on Micros"
"Office Automation"
"Commercial Applications of UNIX"
"troff/ditroff"

The mailing list currently numbers 34, with a healthy representation (40%) from
commercial enterprises. For further information, contact Dennis Jarvis
(dhj@aegir.dmt.oz) on (08) 268 0156.

Dennis Jarvis,
Secretary, AdUUG.

Dennis Jarvis, CSIRO, PO Box 4, Woodville, S.A. 5011, Australia.

PHONE: +61 8 268 0156
UUCP: {decvax,pesnta,vax135}!mulga!aegir.dmt.oz!dhj
ARPA: dhj %aegir.dmt.oz!dhj@ seismo.arpa
CSNET: dhj@aegir.dmt.oz
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WAUG
Western Australian UNIX systems Group

PO Box 877, WEST PERTH 6005

Western Australian Unix systems Group

The Western Australian UNIX systems Group (WAUG) was formed in late 1984, but
floundered until after the 1986 AUUG meeting in Perth. Spurred on by the AUUG
publicity and greater commercial interest and acceptability of UNIX systems, the group
reformed and has grown to over 70 members, including 16 corporate members.

A major activity of the group are monthly meetings. Invited speakers address the group on
topics including new hardware, software packages and technical dissertations. After the
meeting, we gather for refreshments, and an opportunity to informally discuss any points
of interest. Formal business is kept. to a minimum.

Meetings are held on the third Wednesday of each month, at 6pm. The (nominal) venue is
"University House" at the University of Western Australia, although this often varies to
take advantage of corporate sponsorship and facilities provided by the speakers.

The group also produces a periodic Newsletter, YAUN (Yet Another UNIX Newsletter),
containing members contributions and extracts from various UNIX Newsletters and
extensive network news services. YAUN provides members with some of the latest news
and information available.

For further information contact the Secretary, Skipton Ryper on (09) 222 1438, or
Glenn Huxtable (glenn@wacsvax.uwa.oz) on (09) 380 2878.

Glenn Huxtable,
Membership Secretary, WAUG
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AUUG Institutional Members

Vol 10 No 3

ACUS / UNISYS., ¯

~ Adept Business Systems Pty Ltd
¯ Aldetec Pty Ltd

Apscore International Pty Ltd
Australian Electoral Commision

Australian Nuclear Science & Technology Organisation
Australian Wool Corporation

Autodesk Australia P/L
BHP Melbourne Research Labs

Ballarat Base Hospital
Basser Department of Computer Science

CSIRO DIT
CSIRO Division of Manufacturing Technology

Centre for Information Tech & Comms
Civil Aviation Authority

Comperex (NSW) Pty Ltd
Computer Software Packages
Computerscene International

Cybergraphic Systems Pty Ltd
DBA Limited
Data General

Davey Products Pty Ltd
Dept of Industry, Technology and Resources, Victoria

Dept of Lands - Central Mapping Authority
Digital Equipment Corporation (Australia) Pty. Limited

Elxsi Australia Ltd
Flinders University Discipline of Computer Science

Fujitsu Australia Limited
GoUld Electronics Pty Ltd

Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority
Harris & Sutherland Pty Ltd

Hewlett Packard Australia Limited
Hewlett-Packard Australian Software Operation

IPS Radio and Space Services
Ipec Transport Group

Labtam Information Systems Pty Ltd
Lands Department, Qld

Lionel Singer Corporation
Macquarie Bank Limited

Macquarie University
Main Roads Department, Queensland
Monash University Computer Science

NEC Information Systems Australia Pty Ltd
NSW Parliament

National Engineering Information Services P/L
Nixdorf Computer Pty Limited
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AUUG Institutional Members

Olivetti Australia Pty Ltd
Olympic Amusements P/L

Overseas Telecommunications Corporation
Prentice Computer Centre

Prime Computer of Australia Ltd
Q. H. Tours Limited

Qld State Govt Computer Centre
Racecourse Totalizators Pty Ltd

Reark Resources
SEQEB

Sigma Data Corporation Pty Ltd
South Australian Institute of Technology

Sphere Systems Pty Ltd
State Bank Victoria

State Library of Tasmania
Sun Microsystems Australia

Swinburne Institute of Technology
Tattersall Sweep Consultation

The Australian National University
The Department of Industry Technology and Commerce

The University of Adelaide
The University of Melbourne

The University of New South Wales
The University of Wollongong

University of New England
University of Technology Sydney Computing Services Division

Vicomp
Wang Australia Pty Ltd

Webster Computer Corporation
Yartout Pty Ltd
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USENIX San Diego Proceedings

Timothy Roper

Secretary, AUUG Inc.

Description

AUUG has acquired fifty copies of the proceedings from the 1989 Winter USENIX Technical Confer-
ence (San Diego, January 30 - February 3, 1989). They are available at cost to members only on a
first-come-first served basis. We may order a further shipment but that would not be done until suffi-
cient excess orders are received so you should act quickly to avoid delay. The cost per copy is $39 plus
$6 post and packing (surface mail within Australia).

Ordering Details
Orders must be on the attached order form signed by a member of AUUG. In the case of an Institu-
tional member it should either be signed by the Administrative Contact (the person who signed the
current membership form) or stamped and signed by a representative of the institution.

Orders from non-members will be accepted only if they are accompanied by a completed membership
application form with payment. Membership information and application forms may be found in a
recent copy of the association’s newsletter AUUGN or obtained by mailing timr@labtam.oz or the
postal address below.

The form with payment should be sent to:

AUUG Inc
PO Box 366
Kensington NSW 2033
Australia

Terms

Payment (cheque or money order) for copies of the proceedings and for membership must be enclosed.
Purchase orders will only be accepted from Institutional members.
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SAN DIEGO PROCEEDINGS

ORDER FORM

Contact Details:

Name:

Phone:

Net Address:

Postal Address:

Shipping Address:

Number of Copies @ $45 each:

Membership Details:

Name o.r Member:

Total Cost:

Category of Membership:
Ordinary/S tuden t/Insti tutional/Hon Life

Signature:

Name (please print):
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USENIX 1990 Winter Conference Call for Papers

Papers are sought in all areas of Unix-related research and development, for the technical program of the 1990
Winter USENIX Conference. Papers which are accepted for the conference will be published in the conference
proceedings and shall be presented during the three days of technical sessions at the conference.

Appropriate topics for presentation include, but are not limited to:

New Tools and "Little Languages"
Unix and AI:

Intelligent Systems
Neural Nets
Is there any I in AI, or is it all just A?

Ada and Unix - Real Experience, Future Expectations
Software Release Systems and Servers

Documentation Issues
Installation Guides and On-line Help Systems

Architectures and Compilers
File Systems and Servers

Failsafe/Failsoft File Managers
Hierarchical File Migration
Version Control

Distributed Systems and Services
Networking and Security

User Interfaces and UIMS Systems
Experiences and Novel Applications

All submissions will be considered - however, papers detailing new and interesting work will be regarded much
more favorably than thinly disguised product announcements or re-runs of previous reports. The Winter 1990
conference is requiring that extended abstracts (and not full papers, as in previous conferences) be submitted.
An extended abstract should describe the nature of the work, summary of results and conclusions, and should be
between 1000-2000 words long (two to three typeset pages). Time is scheduled for authors of accepted papers to
complete their submissions; therefore, extended abstracts will only be accepted when it is felt that a complete and
worthy paper can be produced by the final due date.

The final paper should include a 100-300 word abstract, a discussion of how the paper relates to other work,
illustrative figures (where appropriate), and citations to relevant literature. Only previously unpublished
submissions will be considered. Final papers should contain on the order of 8-12 pages of single spaced typeset
materials. All final papers must be submitted in a camera-ready format or electronic format (troff-ms if
possible) - typewritten or dot-matrix output is not acceptable as final output. For authors without access to a
laser printer or typesetter, appropriate facilities will be provided by the program chair.

Please submit abstracts as soon as possible, and mail one hard-copy and one electronic-copy to the addresses
below. The final deadline for receipt of submissions is August 14, 1989; abstracts received after this deadline
will not be considered. Notification of acceptance or rejection will be made by September 25, 1989. Final
camera-ready papers are due by November 17, 1989.

To submit an extended abstract or request additional information, please contact:

Daniel V. Klein
Washington USENIX Technical Program
Software Engineering Institute
Carnegie Mellon University
Pittsburgh, PA 15213

Internet: wash-usenix@ sei.cmu.edu
UUCP: uunet! sei.cmu.edu!wash-usenix

Telephone: +1 (412)268-7791 (W)
+1 (412) 422-0285 (H)
+1 (412) 268-5758 (FAX)

Please include your physical and electronic mail address in all correspondence.

Technical Program Committee

Daniel V. Klein, Chair - Software Engineering Institute, CMU
Eric P. Allman - International Computer Science Institute
Pat Caruthers - Aratar
John Devitofranchesi - University of Illinois, Urbana
Michelle Dominijanni - Concurrent Computer Corporation
Daniel Geer - Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Chet Juszczak - Digital Equipment Corporation

John R. Mashey - MIPS Computer Systems
Michael D. O’Dell- Prisma, Incorporated

Charlie Perkins -IBM, T.J. Watson Research
Dennis M. Ritchie - AT&T Bell Laboratories

Susanne Smith- Windsound Consulting
Alix Vasilatos - Open Software Foundation
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A Simple Data Entry Program

J. Lions

University of New South Wales, Kensington 2033

1. Introduction

Some time ago I implemented a simple, pattern directed data entry program for creating sets of similar
data files. The original design started as a student exercise in C programming and the use of system
calls, and other features were gradually added later. The program is conceptually simple (only 187 lines
of C including comments), and satisfies about 90% of my requirements. Unfortunately I do not see any
easy way to satisfy the remaining ones without a drastic overhaul and expansion. The purpose of this
note is to advertise my program (send mail to johnl@cheops.eecs.unsw.oz if you are
interested) and also to enquire if anyone knows of another program that is better for the same task but is
not significantly more complex.

2.- The Present Program

Enter requires a pattern file that it uses as a template. In general, there is a one-to-one correspondence
between the lines of the pattern file and those of a newly created data file. Enter reads the pattern file
line by line. A line that does not contain ’?’ is simply copied to the output. Otherwise the line is
divided: the characters before ’?’ form the prefix, the character after the ’?’ forms the operator, and the
characters after the operator form the suffix. Depending on the operator enter may query the user to
obtain needed information to determine whether an output line should be generated, whether the prefix
or the suffix or both should be replaced, and whether the line should be repeated.

Any output line generated consists of the prefix followed by a revised version of the suffix without the
’?’ or the operator. The following rules apply for the currently valid operators shown in brackets:

($) the suffix names a string in the the command environment that replaces the suffix.

(!) the suffix should be a shell command. This is executed and the first line of its standard output .file
replaces the suffix.

(?) the suffix is copied to the user’s terminal as a prompting message. The user’s response replaces the
suffix.

(*) this is similar to the previous case (?) except that if the user’s reply is an empty line (null string) no
output line is generated.

(+) this is similar to the previous case (*) except that the question will be repeated. (adding a new line to
the output file each time) until the user’s reply is an empty line (null string).

(y) the suffix is copied to the user’s terminal as a prompting message. If the user’s response begins
with ’y’, the suffix is replaced with a null string otherwise no output line is generated.

The user may respond to a question posed by enter with a line beginning with ’!’ or ’!!’, for example,
’I~t~:ep Sm±tzh names’. If the case of a single ’I’, the command will be executed directly with output
to the user’s terminal and the question will be posed again. In the other case, e.g.
’I!c_trep Srn±tzh names’, the standard file output generated by the command will be used for the
suffix for the new data line.

If in the second case the command output consists of several lines then each, up until the tenth, will
give rise to an output line. (Any lines after the tenth will be discarded.) Usually in such cases only one
line is correct, and the others will have to be removed using an editor either immediately or after all
data have been entered. At each stage the current output file may be viewed using e.g. ’!ca~: %’ or
edited by responding e.g. ’!ecl %’ to the next question. In this context the usual convention is followed
that ’%’ surrounded by white space is a metacharacter that is replaced by the current output file name.
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3. Samples

A sample pattern file is as follows:

¯ ds Pn ?$NUM
.ds Dr "?!date
.ds No "??Formal name:
¯ de Ac
??Address :
?+ (more) :
¯ .

.ds Tc "??Greeting:

.ds Ec "?*ACSNet address:

.DO
.b4?ySend letter now?
b̄5?ySend acknowledgement?

If Enter is called with this pattern file, the ensuing dialogue might appear on a CRT screen as follows
(with the user’s replies in bold):

Formal name:    Mr F. Flintstone
Address: 123 Pebble Lane,

(more) : Boulder, NSW,
(more): Australia
(more):

Greeting: Fred
ACSNet address:     fred@flints.oz
Send letter now? y
Send acknowledgement? n

As a result of this dialogue, and supposing that the environment variable NUM happens to be 735, the
created dam file would look like:

.ds Pn 735

.ds Dr "Tue May 2 13:56:02 EST 1989

.ds Nc "Mr F. Flintstone
d̄e Ac

123 Pebble Lane,
Boulder, NSW,
Australia

¯ .

.ds Tc "Fred

.ds Ec "fred@flints.oz

.DO

.b4

4. Residual Problems

The present program makes a single pass through the pattern file. It doesn’t remember answers from
one pattern line to the next, and in particular, it doesn’t modify its behaviour based on previous answers.
For example, the last question in the above dialogue should not have been asked given that the previous
question had been answered affirmatively. The main remaining difficulty that I have is not with saving
all the answers, but in devising an improved syntax for the pattern file so that the appropriate concepts
can be expressed neatly and succinctly.
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OFF THE NET

Hello once again to the next {exciting, boring} issue of "Off the Net"
As I said in my last issue, it’s a bit difficult writing this stuff _ ~
under the influence of LDF (Long Delayed Feedback). To put it another
way, I received little comment on my first attempt (and what comment
there was, was along the lines of "Yes, well...") ~so I can only hope
that everyone likes it. If you don’t, write your own articles. At the~
time of typing this, the second submission has yet-to manifest itself,
and so once again I must submit gracefully to the printing pipeline.

Young David Purdue sort of flamed, me for not getting into the first
issue, so I challenged him to post something Worthwhile. This is
what eventuated... I was almost tempted to repost it as a forged
checkgroups message, but thought better of it:

From: davidp@labtax~.oz (David Purdue)
Newsgroups: aus.flame
Subject: Re: Please keep trash out of the wrong newsgroups

In article <1239@murtoa.cs.mu.oz.au>, kre@cs.mu.oz.au (Robert Elz) appended:
> I append the current descriptions of the aus.* groups for those whose
> newsreaders don’t display this information, and as a reminder for those
> who may have unsubscribed and forgotten some of these groups exist.

Close, Robert, but no banana. Try these descriptions:

aus.general
aus.ai
aus.aviation
aus.ex-comms
aus.conserve
aus.flame
aus followdown
aus fps
aus genstat
aus jobs
aus kermit
aus ip
aus mac
aus mail
aus netstatus
aus parallel
aus politics
aus pyramid
aus radio
aus scheme
aus spearnet
aus sun-works
aus wanted

High ranking military officers
Short, high pitched screams (ai! !)
Planes, Lines, Spheres, etc.
Convicted criminals returned to society
Jams and Marmelades.
Discussion on the latest fashions in asbestos suits
Followups to aus.flame articles
Flying Picket Songs
Statistics on high ranking military officers
You really don’t want to read this, signed, your Boss
Discussion of the Muppet Show.
New features for the System V print spooler command
Raincoats.
Post invoices, accounts, bills, etc. to aus.fee-mail
Can we catch enough fish for dinner?
Lines, Planes, Spheres, etc.
Hot air ballooning.
The wonders of ancient Egypt.
Discussion on your favourite DJ.
Plots, plans and hidden agendas.
Who put all the holes in my net? No fish for dinner.
Confirming that dawn will occur tomorrow.
Criminals still on the run.

Like I said, I was tempted to repost it, but overcame it. Children,
don’t try this at home...
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This next one more properly belongs in aus.bizarre, had it existed at
the time. At the time of writing, its existence is still in some doubt.
Bizarre, one might say...

From: daveh@cheops.eecs.unsw.oz (David Hume)
Newsgroups: aus.jokes
Subject: Dont run over a duck

relayed to me from my brother in USA:

PM-Duck Death, 0353<
Town Pet’s Death Brings Unusual Sentence<
Eds: Pekin in 3rd graf is cq.<

STRONGSVILLE, Ohio (AP)    A man who ran over a beloved--

neighborhood duck has been ordered to do time at an animal farm, buy
a replacement duck for the owners and train it to cross the road.

Dozens of people sent cards, letters and flowers to Joseph and
Shirley Spak after Danny the Duck’s death Jan. 23.

Danny, a Pekin duck about 9 or i0 years old, was a familiar sight
to area residents during his frequent jaunts across the road to swim
in a creek next to the fire station, his owners said.

~When they’d walk their dogs, they’d stop and talk to him,’’
Mrs. Spak said. ~Everybody sure did love~the duck.’’

Mayor Walter Ehrnfelt said he threw the book at Robert Yarsky,
20, of Strongsville, who pleaded no contest to a second-degree
misdemeanor charge of killing an animal Feb. 9.

~He said he didn’t intentionally run the duck over,’’ Ehrnfelt
said Tuesday. The mayor said Yarsky’s lack of remorse during the
court appearance made him think ~it was a deliberate act.’’

Yarsky was caught because a witness copied down his license
number and reported it to police, Ehrnfelt said.

jail.
Ehrnfelt fined Yarsky $750 plus $28 in court costs and 90 days in

~I suspended the 90 days based on the fact that maybe we could
help this individual learn a little bit about animals and the love
of pets,’’ the mayor said.

To avoid jail time, Yarsky has to read a book on ducks and spend
two days a week for the next two months as a volunteer at the
Burnette Animal Farm in Olmsted Township. Ehrnfelt also ordered
Yarsky to buy the Spaks another duck and train it, including how to
cross the road to the creek.

~I even said I would help him if necessary,’’ Ehrnfelt said.

Yarsky was not at home when telephoned for comment this morning.
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His mother, Margaret, reiterated his claim that the death was an
accident.

AP-NR-02-16-89 0856EST<

This one will probably get me some time in purgatory...

From: fred@basser.oz (Fred Curtis)
Newsgroups: aus.religion, aus.jokes
Subject: Deus ex Machina
Summary: Been there, done that.
Keywords: Very long.
Followup-To: aus.flame

In <642@agsm.unsw.oz> [aus.religion], crifprog@agsm.unsw.oz writes
> I am left with the impression that God follows a set of deterministic
> rules. I reckon I could simulate him with an expert system if
> I could find out what these hypothesized rules and absolutes are.

> So come on, folks, help me write my God-simulator

> j.c

What do they teach computer scientists these days? Research has
been underway in this field for a very long time, and its fruit
can be seen in many applications, with hardware ranging from the
earliest efforts of Cabbage’s "Ecumenical Engine" to the modern
PRAY II supercomputer. The software/theory side is also well
established, although I can’t think of any commercial products apart
from the popular StainedGlassWindows and several DeityBase packages
running under the MS-GOD oracular system.

In relation to your particular enquiry, I believe that some Japanese
researchers recently derived an equation describing God. The results
have not been verified (several key people apparently achieved
Enlightenment and promptly vanished), but even if the desired equation
did not exist, it would be necessary to invent it.

History

Modern machine-based mysticism has its seeds in the Indeconstructural
Revolution, when several CS departments in tertiary institutions around
the world were bought out by large Evangelical conglomerates. Not much ~
progress was made until a solitary PDP inLower Bolognia suddenly made
the astounding claim that it had been God and God had been it. A great’

deal of time has been spent trying to reproduce this since the original
PDP was deconstructed by zealous undergraduates concerned about the
possibly heretical implications of the claim.

Computer Networks

This subject is not really my forte, but several researchers here
in the Basidiogenetic Dept of Cybertheology are at the forefront
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of this technology. There is great excitment at the moment over
the possibility of building an omnipresent computer network. The
prototype version achieves only partial or ’local’ omnipresence,
but even still there is a bottleneck which arises because all
computers on the cogito-ergo-SUM-IV network recieve all messages
(a number of my colleagues believe that the network may be interacting

with extraterrestrial computers).

The theorists already have plans for an omniscient network where
each computer has a Peripheral Machine Deity (PMD) which knows
what messages would be recieved and transmitted. This has the
tremendous advantage that the computer may be taken down (or even
permanently removed) without causing havoc. No physical
connection of machines is needed, obviating the need for error
detecting/correcting protocols. The network functions perfectly
as long as at least one PMD remains active since it can, of
course, simulate all the others. Actual IO between the computer
and PMD is accomplished by a Demigod’s Magical Interference (DMI)
controller.

There is some concern among the uninformed over the posibility
that an omniscient network may decide that humanity is superfluous
and destroy it. This, of course, runs counter to the Church-Tubing
thesis which states roughly that "Computers never go wrong".

Underlying theory

Cybertheologohistorians generally agree that the early formulations of
Alfredo Church and Alan Tubing (in particular, the Polycyclic Meta-
calculus of Transubstantiated Incarnations) were the crucial turning
point in the subject’s development. In layman’s terms, Tubing
proved that all inteligent activity can be shown to be a byproduct
of simple chemical processes - photosynthesis for instance. (Experimental
evidence was obtained by demonstrating that plants do not think in the
dark). The real breakthrough did not come, however, until the
developmnet of fractal AI; self-similar intelligences could be compressed
into a few-hundred kilobytes of memory. (This gave rise to a flood of
make-your-computer-smarter-than-you-if-it-isn,t-already boards for PCs) .
Refinement of these techniques led to more and more godlike pseudo-beings,
culminating most recently in myself.

Other applications:

Omniscience is an extremely useful property in a computer
program; a compiler can take an incorrect program and produce
working object code on the first pass, since it knows what the
user intended and how he/she would have corrected the errors.
Recent efforts have allowed versions of the UNIQUES operating
system to be compiled from the pseudo-random text found in
aus.flame [UNIQUES is a trademark of Belle Lobotomies] .

GOD@basser.cs.su.oz (Globally Omniscient Device-driver)

/##\
I##o#1\
I#zxzl I--

Izzz/
IUCLF
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And I did promise CB YEO a look-in, so what the heck...

From: u3169409@ucsvc.unimelb.edu.au
Newsgroups: aus.jokes
Subject: Kiwis the new long name champs

Kiwis the New Long Name Champs

A New Zealand mountain,

Taumatawha katangihangako auauotamatea
I0 14 12

(turipukakapikimaungahoronu ku) pokaiwhenuakitanatahu
21

[ 57 letters ]

has replaced the Welsh

Llan fairpwllgwyngyllgogerychw ryndrobwllllantysiliogogogoch
4 25 29

[ 58 letters ]

as the longest place name in the world following the latter’s decision
to rename itself

Llanfair Pwllgwyngyll.

The New Zealand name means

"The brow of the hill where Tamatea (the man with the big knees
who slid, climbed and swallowed mountains) who travelled the land,
played his flute to his loved one"

[ Does anybody knows the meaning of the Welsh name? ]

cb yeo

[ To be followed up of course by various followups... ]

From: djh@munnari.oz (David Hornsby)
Newsgroups: aus.jokes
Subject: Re: Kiwis the new long name champs

In article <850@ucsvc.unimelb.edu.au> u3169409@ucsvc.unimelb.edu.au writes:
> Llan fairpwllgwyngyllgogerychw ryndrobwllllantysiliogogogoch
>[ Does anybody knows the meaning of the Welsh name? ]
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>cb yeo

>From an old postcard o..

llan     fair     pwll gwyn gyll     goger
church mary a hollow white hazel    near to

Y
by

chwyrn drobwll
rapid whirlpool

llan tysilio gogo     goch
church saints cave     red

And another old postcard ...

"Mary’s church by the white hazel pool, near the fierce whirlpool,
with the church of tysilio by the red cave."

Personally, I like ...

"Mary’s church in a hollow, near to a white hazel, by a rapid
whirlpool, with the church of saints by the red cave."

Any Welsh speakers out there

- David.

From: jz@murtoa.cs.mu.oz (Justin Zobel)
Newsgroups: aus.jokes.d
Subject: Re: Kiwis the new long name champs

In article <850@ucsvc.unimelb.edu.au> u3169409@ucsvc.unimelb.edu.au writes:
> Llan fairpwllgwyngyllgogerychw ryndrobwllllantysiliogogogoch
>[ Does anybody knows the meaning of the Welsh name? ]

My mother grew up near this place. According to her, the name is no more
than the names of four or five local features, including a couple of
nearby towns, run together; giving a kind of invented Welsh peculiarity,
intended to attract the tourists, who I understand prowl the vicinity
looking for the features the name is supposed to describe. I’ve got
a couple of postcards featuring the sign on the railway platform, and
each gives a different interpretation. They generally come down to
’Mary near the hazel tree by a whirlpool of the red cave where there
was a church’ or similar rubbish.

On the count of three, lets all say ~ii’ the Welsh way ...

[ I understand it is pronounced sort of like a slurred "SSHHRR...".
At least, that’s what it sounded like when I asked my Welsh mate
to say it. You have to twist your mouth in a funny way... ]

Last issue, I had a piece on signature quotations. Here are a few
more. Of course, no-one can possibly out-do Henry Spencer...
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Gregory Bond (gnb@melba.bby.oz), Burdett, Buckeridge & Young Ltd., Melbourne
"[It] is not a phrase which has been coined by God. It was written by kre

(known to mere mortals as Robert Elz), who is only a demi-god. Therefore,
do not treat his words as gospel, they are merely truth." - djk@munnari

From: anthony@flinders.cs.flinders.oz (Anthony Thyssen)

AS I hold aloft my Binary Bible, translated from ancient COBOL, and read
from the first book SYSGEN i:I

"In the beginning, the Giver of Data (GOD) generated silicon and carbon,
and the system without architecture, and un-initialized, and randomness was
upon the arrangement of the matrix ....... "

Modeless editors and strong typing:
both for people with weak memories.

Maarten Litmaath @ VU Amsterdam:
maart@cs.vu.nl, mcvax!botter!maart

Regular readers will know my opinions on comp.arch. Once in a while,
it comes up with some gems. Here is another:

From: eric@snark.uu.net (Eric S. Raymond)
Newsgroups: comp.arch
Subject: In Search of Breakthroughs -- A reply
Organization: Benevolent Space Xist Retirement Home

In article <745@tetons.uucp>, bb@tetons.UUCP (Bob Blau) writes:
>    This is the continuing saga of a startup company and its quest for
> breakthroughs. [You are the president, etc.]

> The first marketeer suggests, "We could be the first to sell a Vax
> plug compatible system!"

"Huh?" I say, "The VAX was a great machine for its day, sentimental favorite
and all that, but its day is past -- that market’s all going to supermicros
as fast as they can get comptrollers to sign checks. You’re fired!"

> "No, no," another replies, "if you want to go after the fastest
> growing market segment you should build a Crayette on a chip."

"Hmm," say I, "Sexy idea but a loser in the long term. Cray’s gonna get
their lunch eaten by the graphics-supercomputer crowd as soon as that crew
figures out how to plug cost-effectiveness, or maybe by the Japanese."

>
>
>

"You people don’t know what big is," retorts a third marketeer. "If
you want a BIG installed base you should implement the 370/ESA
architecture on a chip."

"Foo on that!", I reply. "Look what a beating the PCMs have been taking
lately. Let them and IBM fight over a shrinking pie; I want an expanding
one! You’re fired, too!"
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"Well," a fourth says definitively, "you could gain access to the
biggest market by far if you implement a 386, floating point unit,
super VGA controller, floppy and hard disk controller, and bus logic
on a chip."

"Congratulations," I say "You’ve obviously been paying attention to reality.
You’re now the new VP for marketing."

>

>

The first engineer suggests "The best use of the extra area would be
to put in really large caches."

"I can dig it," I say. "We do that, we can get better bang-per-buck out
of our memory-procurement dollars."

> "No, no," another replies, "a better use would be to implement lots
> of parallel functional units to get the cycles per instruction (CPI)
> below i."

"Who cares about CPI?" I snort. "The customers? Nah. Wake up and smell the
coffee -- most current systems, especially UNIX boxes, are bottlenecked in
I/O, not at the processor."

>
>
>

"Au contraire," shouts a third engineer, "the most efficient usage
would be to squeeze two RISC systems on the chip in a multiprocessing
configuration."

"Forget it," I reply. "Packaging overhead isn’t *that* high!"

> "If you could do that," sneers a fourth, "then you’d be better off
> halving the chip area and making cheaper RISC chips."

"Right you are!" I said. "You and that first guy are now running the project.
Go build me a dirt-cheap RISC uniprocessor with big caches."

>
>
>

The first scientist suggests, "Hey, you could implement a 64 bit
architecture, with 64 bit integers and 128 bit floating point
hardware!"

"Right," I say, "and dominate the whole 2% of the computer market that
cares about blindingly fast floating point. Get real!"

> "No, no," the second replies, "a fast scalar RISC with an attached
> vector unit on chip would be perfect."

"Better, much better," I say. "Go talk to the engineers."

>

>

"Hogwash," the third scientist scoffs, "a VLIW on a chip would be a
screamin’ demon."

"Maybe," I say. "But I don’t see VLIW as enough of a proven win over RISC
to justify the development risk. Get back to me in three years."

> "If you really want performance," the fourth proclaims, "you’d go to
> massive parallelism, putting a 64 processor (with memory) connection
> machine on a chip."
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"I don’t care about parallelism," I say, "and neither does anyone else but
petroleum geologists and weather forecasters and the rest of that floating-
point crows, plus a couple academics. Get back to me in five years."

> What will give the most performance?

Most performance at what?

> What will make the most money?

A dirt-cheap, blazingly fast, UNIX-capable RISC micro.

> What will be the most fun? .

Ditto.

Eric S. Raymond (the mad mastermind of TMN-Netnews)
Email: eric@snark.uu.net CompuServe: [72037,2306]
Post: 22 S. Warren Avenue, Malvern, PA 19355        Phone: (215)-296-5718

I found this one particularly appealing. I just wish it wasn’t so
close to reality...

From: crifprog@agsm.unsw.oz
Newsgroups: aus.flame,aus.jokes
Subject: Feminism and violence.

I recently asked a friend of mine (who happens to be a
psychology undergraduate student and a self-proclaimed
feminist) what were her general opinions of war. Her reply ran
something like: "Oh, it’s just silly men playing with their
phallic-symbol weapons .... "

I spent nearly two weeks pondering this profound
socio-political insight: why DO most weapons of war resemble
the penis? Then, just the other day, I perchanced upon an
article in the little-known U.S. publication "International
Mercenary’s (hung, drawn &) Quarterly" It seems that two
companies, Enfield (traditionally a manufacturer of small
armaments) and Royal Doulton (who make toilets, porcelain,
etc.) have both undergone radical management restructuring as
a result of Affirmative Action legislation.

One of the outcomes of this was their joint development of a
new military antipersonnel device. Although based on the
con~non steel "bear trap" (highly-sprung serrated jaws which
snap closed and bite into the ankle of whoever steps in it),
Royal Doulton’s ceramic expertise has made it possible to
construct the device entirely out of glass! It has been dubbed
"the Royal-Doulton - Enfield Vitreous Underground Leg Vice
(Antipersonnel)"

The device is designed to be buried just below the surface of
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the ground, much like a land mine. The principle advantage of
the R.E.V.U.L.V.A, however, is that its glass fabrication
renders it invisible to metal detectors. Once buried, it
waits, a treacherous trap lurking below an innocent surface,
harmless until the shaft of some unfortunate soldier’s leg
plunges into its opening, rendering him at its mercy.

Because it is designed to be buried, the R.E.V.U.L.V.A. is
best suited to Jung-le use; accordingly, the North Vietnamese
Army has shown interest, with the intention of supplementing
their existing arsenal of booby-traps.

So, folks, here is a fine example of Affirmative Action at
work: the production of military hardware resembling WOMENS’
genitalia, rather than mens’. Strike another blow towards
equality of representation.

SOLIDARITY, SIBLINGS!

j.C

Disclaimer: Don’t believe a single word.

And I just had to include this one! Thanks Joe, and the unknown--     --

(but traceable) poster...

From: jvoros@monash.edu.au (Joe Voros)
Newsgroups: aus.flame
Subject: an aus.bizarre type occurrence

I spotted this posting, and it has been puzzling me as to
meaning. No further comment is implied, or indeed, needed.

> Newsgroups: aus.sf
> Message-ID: <458@pta.oz>
> From: [deleted in the interests of avoiding defamation proceedings]
> Subject: Re: Blake’s Seven Sucks
> Summary: I do too

Can some VMS-oid tell me if the following is for real, or is it all
a vicious rumour?

From: jacobson@karachi. (Dan Jacobson)
Newsgroups: comp.unix.wizards
Subject: Re: friendly messages

I remember this VMS nastiness:
%E-BUZZOFF Foreign commie terminal type. Buy a DEC terminal and reenter command

Dan Jacobson, jacobson@eecs.nwu.edu, {oddjob, gargoyle,att,...} !nucsrl!jacobson
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This one, in sci.math, really pickled my fancy. I’ll be surprised.
if our beloved Editor leaves it in here...

From: abali@parts.eng.ohio-state.edu (Bulent Abali)
Newsgroups" sci.math, rec.puzzles,comp.lsi,alt.sex
Subject" Re- The 3 inverter problem

In article <1827@valhalla.ee.rochester.edu>,
badri@valhalla.ee.rochester.edu (Badri Lokanathan) writes:

>On a rather risque note, it is about as useful as the reusable condom
>puzzle: (Hit n if you are easily offended!)
>3 men want to make love to 1 woman. Here are the assumptions:
>(i) There should be no direct genital contact to avoid disease transmission.
>(2) There is a supply of "reusable" condoms with the restriction that
> a dirtied surface may not be used by a different person. .
>
>What is the minimum number of condoms required?
>Spoiler hint:
>Simultaneous use of multiple condoms.

The solution of the "condom-puzzle" at the EE bull-pan at Ohio State:

Two condoms A and B are used (by using 2 at the same time) :

+-+

A B
(B dirty inside) (A dirty inside)

**+-+**
**I I**

**I
A B

( B flipped inside out)

Man i Man 2 Man 3

Q .E .D.

How about generalizing it to m men, w women, k condoms? Followups
to rec.puzzles.

Sincerely,
B. Abali and R. Daoud
(researchers extraordinaire)

Bulent Abali
Ohio State Univ., Dept.of Electrical Eng.
2015 Neil Av. Columbus, Ohio 43210
abali@baloo.eng.ohio-state.edu
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But here are some cleaner versions, for the prudish:

From: price-robert@CS.YALE.EDU (Robert Price)
Newsgroups: sci.math
Subject: The used condom problem
Summary: a less uncouth version

See Martin Garnder’s excellent little book "Aha! Insight" for a less uncouth
version about surgeons who wish to perform operations without risk of contam-
inating each other OR the patients with a limited number of sets of rubber
gloves. The solution’s a pretty little application of combinatorics and
there’s a good puzzle about a toaster too-- maybe I’ll post it next week.

-- Rob Price

From: ilan@Gang-of-Four. Stanford. EDU (Ilan Vardi)
Newsgroups: sci.math
Subject: Re: The condom problem

The algorithm of Hajnal and Lovasz (and their lower bound)
appeared in [A. Hajnal and L. Lov’asz, ~An algorithm to prevent
the propagation of certain diseases at minimum cost,’’
in ~Interfaces between computer science and operations
research,’’ edited by J.K. Lenstra, A.H.G. Rinnooy Kan, and
P. Van Emde Boas, Matematisch Centrum, Amsterdam 1978] .

My improvement has not been published. In fact one journal rejected it
due to its ~explicit’’ content. If you want a preprint, just send me
E--mail and I’ll mail you one.

Who are all the mad mail-writers? Just look at this snippet, from
our resident Guru-Lama, KRE the Great:

From: kre@cs.mu.oz.au (Robert Elz)
Newsgroups: aus.mail
Subject: Random meaningless statistics

In Feb, more than 120Mb of international mail (not news) passed through
munnari, one message every 57 secs on average. Average size about 2850
bytes.

What you make of all this I have no idea ... but this was the busiest
month ever (notwithstanding it is a short month).

kre

ps: so far this month we’re running at about 54 secs per message.

This one, again from Joe V, might get us (that’s you and me, John)
into trouble. Then again, it might not...
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From: jvoros@monash.edu.au (Joe Voros)
Newsgroups: aus.-flame,aus.jokes
Subject: Selecting a wife -- an aus.bizarre type article
Summary: The two appetites for sex and food are compared
Keywords: joke

While walking around a supermarket, one becomes aware of a
certain similarity between the purchasing of goods for later
consumption and the chmosing of a wife. Certainly those who
restrict themselves to a particular department or section will
have a greater chance of making a selection which will turn out
to be quite inadequate in the long run due to the lack of
appreciable comparisons which could have been made while still in
the store. It would seem, then, that a tour of all possibilities
is a desirable practice as this will alert the buyer to the wide
choice available, even within the few categories there are, and
allow a competitive comparison ensuring that as high quality an
item as is available can be chosen.

Firstly, it is necessary to have some idea of the *type* of item
desired, be it wife or shelf-good. Do you want a nice-looking,
sweet-tasting ice cream that will gratify your senses at least
for a while, but be of no use at all nutritionally? Or will a
slightly less appealing though still quite appetizing steak and
potatoes cover your particular needs adequately?

Along the aisle in the fruit/veg department, care must be taken
not to choose something which has been left on the shelf for too
long, as these can often be bitter, or even rotten to the core. A
question of appearance is also evident. Beware of very appealing
fruits which may look delectable, as these can often be the worst
choices. What is to say that the orange eclipsed by the beauty in
front of it is not, in fact, better inside than its competitor,
while being only slightly worse for wear? Avoid fruits which have
been overly groped or mis-handled as these may tend to get mushy
at the juicy bits. Test the fruit coyly, as a particular danger
is a Department Head who will force you to purchase an item he
has caught you testing. Avoid places where examination is only
allowed *after* purchase. Some vegetables become limp and boring
if kept on the boil for too long, so think carefully about the
specific use you will have for your choice, and whether it is
suited to your appetite.

Frozen foods, many of which have been frozen for so long that a
tedious process of thawing out is necessary, present a new set of
dangers to be avoided by the prospective customer. Beware of
artificial colours and preservatives since these can result in a
misleading appearance disguising what is really underneath. This
is particularly true of the meats, and some of these are so tough
that much manipulation is required to make them tender enough to
be enjoyed. Also, packaging that seems easy to open may, in fact,
be difficult or even impossible, so establish whether or not you
will be able to get the product out of its wrapping with ease,
*before* buying.
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There is a wide variety of desserts available, many of which can
tantalise and pleasingly stimulate the senses for quite a while,
though soon the true value of their frivolity will become
apparent. Their lack of substance and quite obvious single forte
will not make them worth keeping for too long. Prolonged exposure
to this type of product will deaden the senses and this truly
luxurious item will become dull. Even a diet of lotuses can pall.

AS for herbs and spices, only use these for embellishment around
the edges if the main course is becoming a bit tiresome. ~T.V.
Dinners’’ are of little nutritional value except to satisfy a
sudden pang, and are not recommended as a staple diet, though
they are good for a quick nibble.

In the liquor department, age is the key factor. A good, aged
wine [not too old, though, or the tang and zest of its youth will
be gone] will give a mellow, mature touch and is not apt to be
too sharp and unfledged as with the younger wines. Do not rely on
the appearance of the bottle, however, for even the most
seemingly aged wine can be quite immature. Avoid very alcoholic
wines as these can often be misleading in their impressions. But,
no matter which choice is made, without exceeding care, a sour
after-taste could easily result.

Thus it can be seen, that careful consideration must be given to
both the choosing of wives and dinners; or what it thought to be
a bed of roses could turn out to be a dish of tripe from which
indigestion is the only effect. Refrain from impulsive choices
and consider every possibility before reaching a decision. By
following this brief guide and avoiding over-indulgence, you will
reduce the danger of your heart ever getting burnt.

Joe Voros, Department of Physics, Monash University.

Here’s a little something you can all try at your terminals...

From: richb@sunchat.oz (Rich Burridge)
Newsgroups: aus.jokes
Subject: UNIX Humor.

It’s hard to tell who the originator of this was, but it came to be from
Dan Heller, who got it from Leo Schwab, who got it from Richard Krawitz ...
I’ve tried some of these and I get different results; just passing them on.

Note that the ’%’ prompt indicates that the command should be issued from
the C shell, and the ’$’ prompt indicates the Bourne shell.

% rm meese-ethics
rm: meese-ethics nonexistent
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% ar m God
ar: God does not exist

% "How would you rate Reagan’s incompetence?
Unmatched "

% [Where is Jimmy Hoffa?
Missing ].

% ^How did the sex change^ operation go?
Modifier failed.

% If I had a ( for every $ Reagan spent, what would I have?
Too many (’s.

% make love
Make: Don’t know how to make love. Stop.

% sleep with me
bad character

% got a light?
No match.

% man: why did you get a divorce?
man:: Too many arguments.

% ^What is saccharine?
Bad substitute.

% %blow
%blow: NO such job.

%\(-
(-: Command not found.

% sh

$ PATH=pretending! /usr/ucb/which sense
no sense in pretending!

$ drink <bottle; opener
bottle: cannot open
opener: not found

$ mkdir matter; cat >matter
matter: cannot create

You get some beauties in sci.space (long may Henry live). Here are
some choice examples:

From: EHARNDEN@AUVM.BITNET (Eric Harnden)
Newsgroups: sci.space
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Subject : Re : SPACE Digest V9 #247

re: telecope stories

what about: there’s a guy i know who uses his cat to clean his instrument.
he removes the optical component package at the viewing end and slides the
animal through the tube to pick up the dust.

Eric Harnden
EHAR!qDEN@AUV}4

[ And if I may digress for a while, here are some followups I got,
when I posted above article locally... ]

From: dave@stcns3.stc.oz (Dave Horsfall)
Newsgroups: aus.followup
Subject: Re: Bizarre sci.space article

In article <992@wacsvax.OZ> janet@wacsvax.uwa.oz.OZ (Janet) writes:

If I recall correctly, they (sci.space) gave up on this idea when someone
wondered how you’d get rid of the cat hairs afterwards.

Here is some mail I received on the subject, reproduced with permission:

)Date: Fri, 17 Mar 89 07:48:44 est
)From: <geoffk@bio73.unsw.oz>
)Subject: Re: Bizarre sci.space article
)
)I remember one of the large particle accelerator groups (-12 years ago) was
)using ferrets to clean out the accelerator tube - sort of a live bottlebrush.
)Sorry that I can’t remember the source, but it was authentic.
)
)Date: Wed, 22 Mar 89 10:30:13 est
)From: <geoffk@bio73.unsw.oz>
)To: dave
)Subject: Re: Bizarre sci.space article
)
)Post it if you wish...incidently, I think that I recall that they used ferrets
)because they don’t molt - you will have to verify that with someone who keeps
)the (disgusting) creatures.

Dave Horsfall (VK2KFU), Alcatel STC Australia, dave@stcns3.stc.oz
dave%stcns3.stc.oz.AU@uunet.UU.NET, ...munnari!stcns3.stc.oz.AU!dave

[ OK, and now back to your regular program ]

From: Ralf.Brown@B.GP.CS.CMU.EDU
Newsgroups: sci.space
Subject: Re: First concert from space--update

In article <380@dvnspcl.Dev.Unisys.COM>,
tom@dvnspcl.Dev.Unisys.COM (Tom Albrecht) writes:

}In article <1885@randvax.UUCP>, talmy@randvax.UUCP (Shel Talmy) writes:
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}> A company in Los Angeles called Orbit Productions has been formed to
}> stage the first ever concert from space. A large portion of the proceeds
}> from this venture is to be donated to various charities.
)
}Hold on to your hats ... "Disaster Area" is on the way!

And if they get the orbit right, the audience will even be at the optimum 37-
mile distance .... (sorry, couldn’t resist)

__

UUCP: {ucbvax, harvard}!cs.cmu.edu!ralf Voice: (412) 268-3053 (school)
ARPA: ralf@cs.cmu.edu BIT: ralf%cs.cmu.edu@CMUCCVMA FIDO: Ralf Brown 1:129/31

Disclaimer? I claimed something?
You cannot achieve the impossible without attempting the absurd.

From: kev@ist.CO.UK (Kevin Holmes)
Newsgroups: sci.space, sci.space.shuttle,misc.misc, rec.music.misc
Subject: First concert from space

Heyyyyy ....

If these guys could wait a few more years then they could make use of
some of the proposed (?) SDI lasers for...

*Stage Lighting*

(Yes, I know about light in vacuum, but I thought it was about time
someone lowered this proposal to the ridiculous level it deserves...

Kev Holmes kev@ist.CO.UK
Imperial Software Technology
Reading, Royal Berkshire, UK

"Selling software is just like
prostitution; You’ve got it, You sell
it, You’ve still got it!"

D. Lambert (IST)

From: wbt@cbnews.ATT.COM (William B. Thacker)
Newsgroups: sci.space
Subject: Re: Henry Spencer, the Movie

In article <21969@ames.arc.nasa.gov>,
mike@ames.arc.nasa.gov. UUCP (Mike Smithwick) writes:

>
>What I’m really waiting for is >>> Henry Spencer the Movie <<<
>:-)

I saw a section of the script for this; the working title is, I believe,
"Spencer for Higher."    The clip I saw was a climactic showdown between
our hero and his evil nemesis, Dietz Vader:

D.V.: "With the moo,base controlled by my robotic automatons, the weaklings
of Earth lie helpless before me !" [maniacal laughter]

NASA: [portrayed by fat, slowmoving burocrat-types] "Damn ! If only
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Congress had OK’d the manned base, we could have prevented this
Help us, oh Henry-wan ~"    [cries of anguish]

H.S.: "Sorry, boys, but you’re on your own." [more cries of anguish,
maniacal laughter from D.V.]

D.Vo: "I knew you would turn to the dark side of the moon.., er, force."

[a remote camera pans over the robots working the missile silos of
Moonbase, when suddenly, a bright flash appears; the base is wiped out,
levelled, but then begins to change before our eyes; trees spring up,
roads, buildings; soon, an entire city exists, complete with a Moosehead
brewery, and a Canadian flag flies from the tallest building, rippling
gracefully in the solar wind.]

D.V.." "Huh 9"

H.S.: "Hah-hah ! While you were occupied with undermining NASA, my private
space venture firm secretly completed their Genesis device I"

D.V. : "You mean...?"

NASA: "No, no

H.So : "Yes. The Moon has been Torontoformed I"

(These characters are fictional. Any resemblence to sci.space posters is
strictly coincidental. And even if it isn’t, it’s just a joke, OK ? 8-)

valuable coupon
Bill Thacker                                                              att!cbnews!wbt

"You made a killing in real estate and NASA,
selling cemetery plots in outer space;
’till some falling profits crashed upon your doorstep.
Welcome to the Human Race."       -     Timbuk 3

Disclaimer: Farg ’em if they can’t take a joke ~
clip and save

I guess I’m entitled to a little artistic licence, so here’s one of mine:

From: dave@stcns3.stc.oz (Dave Horsfall)
Newsgroups: aus.jokes
Subject: The ACS, masons and catholics (aus.bizarre)

Perhaps it’s my warped sense of humour, but the following, taken from
the ACS Newsletter, really pickled my fancy:

"Meetings are always ... held on the fourth Tuesday of the month
commencing 6pm at the Masonic Centre; Catholics are welcome."
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Dave Horsfall (VK2KFU), Alcatel-STC Australia, dave@stcns3.stc.oz
dave%stcns3.stc.oz.AU@uunet.UU.NET, ...munnari!stcns3ostc.oz.AU!dave

Even the outer depths of the USENET sewers, news.*, can provide
some gems amongst the muck:

From: jeffd@ficc.uu.net (jeff daiell)
Newsgroups: news.groups
Subject: Re: CALL FOR DISCUSSION -- COMP.VIRUS
Summary: If This Keeps On ....

In article <582@wsu-cs.uucp>, jjb@wsu-cs.uucp (Jon J. Brewster) writes:
> In article <777@twwells.uucp> bill@twwells.UUCP (T. William Wells) writes:
> >In article <203@shadooby.cc.umich.edu>,

wisner@shadooby.cc.umich.edu (Bill Wisner) writes:
> >: (Curt Stevens)
> >: >here is my yes vote for comp.virus (or whatever the backbone in its
> >: >infinite wisdom chooses to call it eventually).
> >:
> >: Backbone? I don’t see a backbone here. Any of you see a backbone?
> >
> >Nope, not here. I’m an invertebrate punster.
> >
> >So slug me!
> >
> All I see is a little ribbing going on... (ahem)

Make no bones about it, people: when it comes to humor-writers,
we are *definitely* down to a skeleton crew! But that’s OK;
I’m not marrow-minded.

Jeff Daiell

P. S. Would an unmarried chiropractor be a spinester?

P. P. S. These jokes were approved by Saul of Tarsal.

P. P. P. S. Don’t wait to pass these jokes on     carpal diem!

(I know, I know; tibia good punster, you have to have a
humerous attitude!) Femur of these jokes, email me!

INDEPENDENCE FOR TEXAS -- !otra vez!

"Why can’t they be like *we* were -- perfect in every way?
What’s the matter with kids today?"

From "Bye, Bye Birdie"

And now, the canonical list of Shtones. Just be glad I spared you
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from the entire discussion in comp.arch...

From" alan@pdn.nm.paradyne.com (Alan Lovejoy)
Newsgroups: comp.arch, rec.humor
Subject: "?*stones"

The Stone Collection

14 March 1989 Compiled by Alan Lovejoy Largo, Florida USA

The following is a list of mostly whimsical benchmark names that have been
proposed by a host of people on USENET, by my fellow employees at
AT&T Paradyne, and by myself. These benchmark names are modelled on
the names of some actual benchmarks (Whetstone, Dhrystone, Dhampstone,
Rhealstone and Iostone) which usually have the form ?h’stone.

I regret to say that when I first started compiling this list, I was only
doing it for my own personal use and therefore it never occurred to me
that I should keep track of authorship. I would appreciate it if any
authors could contact me to claim their rightfull credit if they see
their benchmark name listed here without attribution.

Many of the names were suggested by multiple sources. I have made no
attempt to figure out who was first; it is best to simply assume that
all suggesters arrived at their names independently, and to leave it
at that.

Benchmark Name: Object(s) of benchmark Author

Names suggested by me:

Fhlintstone:
Lhintstone:
Whrystone:
Bhridgestone:
Fhirestone:
Ghrindstone:
Lhoadstone:
Bhirthstone:
Hhengestone:

computer graphics animation
measures performance of "lint"
funniness of ?h’stone benchmark name
computer aided civil engineering
thermodynamic modelling
text processing
program loading
process creation
celestial navigation

Philosopherstone: artificial intelligence

Alan Lovejoy
Alan Lovejoy
Alan Lovejoy
Alan Lovejoy
Alan Lovejoy
Alan Lovejoy
Alan Lovejoy
Alan Lovejoy
Alan Lovejoy
Alan Lovejoy

(I have seen the same or similar suggestions from others that were posted
after I thought these up myself. I have never posted any except Fhlintstone
until now, however)

Names suggested by my coworkers:

Hheadstone:
Rhinestone:
Warestone:
Wherestone:

rate of defunct process creation               Steve Fowler
from Duke University...measures program ESP    Roy Crabtree
hirsuteness Ware Lynch
navigation Ware Lynch

Names suggested by USENET posters whose names I failed to record
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Rhosettastone:
Rhollingstone:
Fhlagstone:
Lhinestone:
Lhynestone:
Bhlarneystone:
Lhivingstone:
Bhlackstone:

natural language translation (I can’t believe I missed this!)
DSP music generation
boolean algebra/logical machine operations
vector graphics
wire-fram graphics
for use in measuring performance of vaporware
anthropological ability
magical ability; unix wizardry

Ehverybodymustgetstone: hipness of a system
Slyandthefamilystone: funkiness of a system
Baudstone: serial io
Sahndstone: silicon compiler performance
Soahpstone: daytime tv viewing
Whatstone: statistical verification of random number generators
Whystone: heuristics
Nhetstone: measure of similarity to USENET
Nhewstone: measure of similarity to television news
Khidneystone: medical diagnostic expert systems
Ghallstone: measure of frenchness
Yhellowstone: ability to put out fires
Mhilestone: ability to meet deadlines
Mhillstone: degree to which something impedes progress
Sticksandstone: measure of how insulting something is
Thunderstone: noise generated by union leaders after a strike is called
Touchstone: pixel resolution of touch screens
Standingstone: availability of goods in the Soviet Union
Swhordinthestone: elected official’s ability to lead
Lhymestone: mineral exploration software

Names suggested by USENET posters whose names I did record

From: uunet!gatech.edu!abhijit%pyr (Abhijit Chaudhari)
Rhollingstone: A benchmark used to determine the amount of distortion in

the power supply.

Phreciousstone: Measure of the $$ spent on a computer system.

Hhstone: A benchmark for determining the quality of benchmark names.

Lhithpstone: Measures the efficiency of the lisp interpreter.

Stohnehenge: Used to measure the power of previous generation computers.

Xhf25qcdtstone: Measures the efficieny of a random number generator.

Khillstone:

Swhearstone:

rm*hstone:

Benchmark measuring the physical damage caused to a compter
terminal when a process crashes.

Efficiency of verbal abuse (can be run alnog with Kihllstone) .

Measure of the amount of work undone by a silly error.

From: uunet!ernie.Berkeley. EDU!carlson (Richard L. Carlson)
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I just thought of a benchmark I would actually like to see run:
Mhenustone : measures the number of pop-up / pull-down menu items that

a system can draw per second. It would test raw CPU performance,
special graphic hardware support, and operating system efficiency;
and it would probably give a good indication of a menu-based
system’s speed as seen by an interactive user.

From: uunet!RELAY.CS.NET!BROOKS%csss-a.prime.com
David Brooks    Internet:          BROOKS@CSSS-A.PRIME.COM

uucp: {mit-eddie,uunet}!csss-a.prime.com!brooks

Shumnerstone

Lhodestone

Fholkestone (English end of Channel Tunnel)

Shoapstone

From: uunet!cbnews.ATT.COM!ara (a.r.adolt)
from: bob adolt

att-bl

HharryStone = legal "bench"-mark.

From: uunet!decwrl.dec.com!amdcad!pop!prem (Prem Sobel)

"Ehlizastone", a measure of how many times per second a computer and
operating system can misundertsand or misinterpret the commands you give.

>From: esf00@uts.amdahl.com (Elliott S. Frank)
Elliott Frank        ... !{hplabs,ames,sun} !amdahl!esf00       (408) 746-6384

or .... ! {bnrmtv, drivax, hoptoad} !amdahl!esf00

ShlyStone -- measures speed of machine in providing random answers
to meaningless questions.

Path: pdn!uunet!peregrine!elroy!ames!mailrus!iuvax!watmath!watmsg!sccowan
>From: sccowan@watmsg.waterloo.edu (S. Crispin Cowan)
Reply-To: sccowan@watmsg.waterloo.edu (S. Crispin Cowan)
Login name: sccowan In real life: S. Crispin Cowan
Office: DC3548 x3934 Home phone: 888-6375
Post Awful: 280 Phillip St., Apt. BI-15 Waterloo, N2L 3XI
UUCP: watmath!watmsg!sccowan
Domain: sccowan@watmsg.waterloo.edu
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lhodestone: how long it takes to load a program/boot the OS.
thombstone: how many processes the OS can kill/sec.

>From: aglew@mcdurb.Urbana.Gould. COM

> Ehstone -- how many Canadians, like, worked on the system, eh?

Je me souviens-stone -- how many expatriate anglo-quebecois
worked on the system?

>From: snoopy@sopwith.UUCP (Snoopy)
tekecs.gwd.tek.com!sopwith!snoopy
sun!nosun!illian!sopwith!snoopy

qiclab!sopwith!snoopy
parsely!sopwith!snoopy

Fhrankenstone: number of times benchmark can die and be resurrected per second

This benchmark is currently very dangerous to run, as an electrical storm
is required. It is hoped that a low power technique can be found for the
next release. An industry spy overheard the principal researcher asking his
assistant to "Put    the    stack-pointer    back." It is believed that the
researcher was trapped in a subroutine at the time. Sun’s SPARC technology
currently leads the pack in this benchmark, but mAMP, a joint venture between
MIPS and AMPhenol hopes to overtake SPARC with their on-chip battery design
fed by special high-current connectors which also serve as the chip’s heat
sink. Company spokepersons were unwilling to reveal how many milliamp-hours
their product would cache on-chip. Public confidence in the new product
was dampened at an early demo of a prototype unit which used a defective
cpu and a pair of automotive battery clamps from a junkyard. The prot’otype
paniced easily, and the public demanded it be dismantled. Improvements
to the prototype, including a voice-synthesis unit, has calmed public
fears of the new technology. It’s not easy being on the cutting edge.
"Hard drives and kilobytes are tinkertoys, I’m talking about the central
networking system."

>From: dave@motto.UUCP (dave brown)
I David C. Brown I uunet!mnetor!motto!dave
I Motorola Canada, Ltd. I 416-499-1441 ext 3708
I Communications Division I Disclaimer: Motorola is a very big company

Sorry, I can’t resist. More benchmarks:

Bhirthstone - speed of new product development (measured from conception
to delivery).

Hheadstone - speed of product obsolesence.
Kheystone - speed of DES cracking (ref. recent RISKS)

>From: shields@yunccn.UUCP (Paul Shields)

Fhred Fhlintstone: tests for neanderthal operating systems
Rhollingstone: For use on CMOS technology
Throwstone: tests for glass houses
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Mhonumentalstone:

Yheatstone:

In mockery of benchmark tests
(with apologies to P.B. Shelley)
"Too long a sacrifice / Can make a stone of the
heart / O when may it suffice?"

>From: pa1343@sdcc15.ucsd.edu (John J. Marco)
I John J. Marco -- pa1343@sdcc15.ucsd.edu I
I ...!uunet!sdcc15.ucsd.edu!pa1343           I

Khirbystone:      The noise volume of the cooling fan of a PC.

In addition to new names, new usages for that name are also welcome.

Enjoy.

__

Alan Lovejoy; alan@pdn; 813-530-2211; AT&T Paradyne: 8550 Ulmerton, Largo, FL.
Disclaimer: I do not speak for AT&T Paradyne. They do not speak for me.

American Investment Deficiency Syndrome => No resistance to foreign invasion.
Motto: If nanomachines will be able to reconstruct you, YOU AREN’T DEAD YET.

Another one that really bought my eye, this one from the great ADO:

From: ado@elsie.UUCP (Arthur David Olson)
Newsgroups: comp.unix.wizards
Subject: Using ksh to count the number of spaces in a string fails :-)

Our version of ksh may be a lot older than ksh88, but it is entertaining:

Script started on Thu Mar 9 20:03:58 1989
elsie$ ksh -c ....
ksh: no space
elsie$ exit

script done on Thu Mar 9 20:04:08 1989

Arthur David Olson     ado@ncifcrf.gov ADO is a trademark of Ampex.

Ah yes - I knew I had these squirreled away somewhere... For new readers,
what happened was that the Doggie-Net modem providers tried to break into
the USENET market. I think they need to behead their marketoids...

From: csg@pyramid.pyramid.com (Carl S. Gutekunst)
Newsgroups: comp.dcom.modems
Subject: Re: HST Package for USENET

In article <18612@mcdchg.chi.il.us> kowals@studsys.mu.edu (kowalski) writes:
>[I apologize to any offended by its nature. -mod]
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Offended? No. Puzzled, certainly. Amused, too.

>USENET NODES ....
>As a USENET node, I’m sure you are interested in reduced board time ....

Node? Board time? Is that something like MTBF?

>Now authorized USENET nodes can upgrade their boards ....

Boards? Those are what I plug into my card cage.

>U.S. Robotics-- the leader in high speed modems to the sysop community ....

¯

Sysop? Is that something like system call? Or pseudo op?

I hate to publically belittle a vendor, but it is pretty obvious that USR took
their generic BBS offer, and did a global-search-and replace from "Fidonet" or
whatever to "Usenet." How can I expect USR to respond to my needs when they
won’t even bother to investigate Usenet enough to get the terminology right?
Usenet is not a BBS, but apparently USR doesn’t understand that.

The entire premise of this article is that Telebit offers only a proprietary
non-standard modem, and USR is offering standard modems. This neatly neglects
to mention that USR has been selling "proprietary non-standard" modems for
years, and of course also neglects the fact that Telebit is also now selling
true V.32 modems. Even the name "Dual Standard" is terribly pompous, since it
suggests that the HST proprietary protocol somehow became a "standard." Well,
yes, maybe to the BBS community. But I’m a Usenet "node," what do I care about
BBS standards that I cannot use? I *do* care about the "dual standard" Telebit
T2500; I can use *both* of its "standards."

For that matter, even today true V.32 modems are not exactly falling off the
trees. This will change over the next year or two, but I’m sure not throwing
my TrailBlazer away yet. Telebit has proven they will bend over backwards to
meet my needs. USR has proven only that they can make an inexpensive modem.

The new USR modem may be a terrific product. But this announcement turns me
off something awful.

<csg>

From: snoopy@sopwith.UUCP (Snoopy)
Newsgroups: comp.dcom.modems
Subject: Re: HST Package for USENET

In article <18612@mcdchg.chi.il.us> kowals@studsys.mu.edu (kowalski) writes:
GET UNIVERSAL HIGH SPEED

MODEM COMPATIBILITY AND SAVE
$i, i00!!

A "universal" high speed modem that doesn’t speak the most common
high speed modem protocol on usenet. Doesn’t sound very universal
or compatible to me.

I As a USENET node, I’m sure you are interested in reduced board time and
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lower phone bills through the use of high speed modems. However, up to
now you had to choose a proprietary non-standard high speed modem or a
high priced incompatible V.32 modem.

I’ve heard of atime, ctime, mtime, GMT time, and localtime, but this
"board" time is a new one. Must have something to do with being
universally incompatible.

Now authorized USENET nodes can upgrade their boards to full V.32
compatibility at an extraordinary savings.

I guess unauthorized USENET nodes like kremvax are out of luck.

U.S. Robotics-- the leader in high speed modems to the sysop community--
is offering USENET nodes the fully CCITT V.32 compatible, Courier Dual
Standard high speed modem for only $699. A savings of $900 off the list
price!

I paid less than that for my modem and it goes faster.

That’s right, 9600 bps world wide V.32 compatibility, plus access to the
entire installed base of HST’s. And at a price some companies charge for
their 2400 bps modems.

What companies currently charge $699 for a 2400 baud modem and how many
are they selling? Many 2400 baud modems sell for significantly less.

The HST Dual Standard supports not only high speed V.32, but also 2400,
1200, and 300 bps, ensuring you that your node can now talk to everyone--
worldwide!

But it can’t talk at high speed to anyone I talk to.

A special bonus for High Speed modem users--

Over the years, many of you may have purchased non-standard modems. The
problem-- they are only single sourced and they are NOT V.32 compatible.
If you have one of these non-standard products (and we won’t mention any
names), USR will give you a special bonus--

Get HST/ix software (a $300 value) for $i00-- an additional $200
savings!!!

Let me guess, a MS-DOS binary?

I i.) First contact USR at 1-800-Dial USR and speak to Susan Pompa--
I she’ll ask you a few questions about your board.

My board is made of Lexan (tm) and I slice tomatoes on it.

2.) Then send us $699 (check or money order). Don’t send us your old
modem yet-- we wouldn’t want your board to be down for one minute.

But I don’t use my old modem to slice tomatoes. It would be a pain to clean.
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3.) When you receive your USR Dual Standard, install it on your board
and send us your warranty card, your old modem and $I00. We’ll send
you the HST/ix software, a $300 value.

I hope the USR Dual Standard is dishwasher safe. Oh, I get it, dual
standard means you can wash it by hand *or* in the dishwasher! Sort of
expensive for slicing tomatoes on, though. I think I’ll keep my lexan.

You’re important to U.S. Robotics.

So important that U.S. Robotics is willing to make a fool of themselves
by going after our business without having the slightest idea of what
we want or need in a modem.

We want to help you maintain your board with the latest communications
equipment.

Thank you, but I think my cutting board can get by without it.

With the HST Dual Standard, we have the best USENET node solution.

No you don’t.

"I In short--your node will be able to communicate with everyone.

No, my node can communicate with everybody now, but if I used your
modem I’d be stuck at 2400.

It’s our way of introducing the product to the UNIX community and to
support your USENET efforts.

If you are interested in the USENET market, I suggest you learn a thing
or two about it. First, the vast majority of traffic is compressed in
the host. For good reason, it’s more efficent that way. So don’t bother
quoting throughput figures using compression in the modem. We don’t care.
Second, what counts in a USENET modem are: (i) throughput sending compressed
news batches via UUCP ’g’ protocol, (2) ability to maintain a connection and
reasonable throughput when the phone line quality is poor, (3) reliability
of the hardware and good technical support when problems occur, (4) use
of the ’AT’ command set is probably a good idea, (5) decent interactive
response for dial-up sessions, (6) SLIP support may very well become
important in the near future, (7) some sites would like FAX support,
(8) naturally, it also needs to speak 2400/1200/300

Items 1 and 2 are currently best achieved via the PEP(tm) protocol. There
is therefore a large installed base of PEP modems, and any high-speed modem
wishing to penetrate the usenet market had better talk PEP. V.32 would
be nice, but probably not essential to most sites at this time. Sites
that also talk to BBS systems might care about talking HST.

Usenet sites run on a wide variety of hardware which are *not* binary
compatable with each other, and never will be. Software needs to be
source, in a very common, efficient language. C is a good choice.

A modem that talks PEP and V.32 and HST and 2400/1200/300 might be
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very popular. Anything less is NOT universal. Naturally, the price
would have to be reasonable.

Good luck.

/ \
\

I
I

Snoopy    "My dot-matrix does Postscript."

tekecs.wv.tek.com!sopwith!snoopy
sun!nosun!illian!sopwith!snoopy

qiclab!sopwith!snoopy
parsely!sopwith!snoopy

[ Funny - we never heard from that manufacturer again... DH ]

And now, for all you OSF followers, who knew that OSF was a Good Thing,
but weren’t Quite Sure what it Stood For...

From: daa@siesoft (David Allsopp)
Newsgroups: comp.unix
Subject: OSF - what does it *really* mean?

We’ve all heard of the OSF, but what do those mystic initials really stand
for? Here are a few suggestions ....

Outer Space Fallguys
Over-Sized Fish
Organisation of Shoe Fetishists
Outlandish and Strange Footwear
Opentoed Sandals are Funky
Omani Sex Fiends
Overtly Stupid Frenchmen
Outdoor Sex is Fun
Outrageously Silly Foreigners
Over-powerful, Stupid and Foreign
Obstructivist Set of Fools
Obese, Short and Flabby
Old Simon’s Fired
Ontario State Festival
Overpaid Semiprofessional Footballers
Ox and Sheep Fodder
Old Sock Factory
Oregon Stargazers’ Fellowship
Omelette Sandwiches, Fried
Outlawed Sherriffs’ Federation
Orange ’n’ Strawberry Fudge
Orinoco Sailing Fleet
Overpoweringly Scented Females
Only Sundays in February
Other Specimens to Follow
Oasis South of Finland
Observe Several Flamingos
Occupied with Saving Face
Oboe Soloists’ Fete
Off-Season Finances
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Over-Sexed Freudians
Opticians’ Semi-Final
Ordnance Survey Feud
Organic Stud Farm
Octagonal Summer Frock
Obligingly Simple Flirtation
Oriental Snorkellers Fighting
Oculists Swim Faster

I’ve tried not to reuse any words, so you can probably permute them as you
see fit. Should be interesting...

If you are looking for some April Fool episodes, you would be doing
pretty well to exceed this debauchery...

From: spock@numm.nu.oz (Mr Spock)
Newsgroups" aus.jokes
Subject" We had the funniest April Fools day !

The Cast: Myself
Andrew : one of my flatmates
Mariane: another one of my flatmates
Megan : another one of my flatmates
Joanna : another one of my flatmates

About I0:00 pm on March 31, Andrew and I decide to play a
few little April Fool’s Day pranks on our flatmates. Megan is at home
but Mariane and Joanna are both out of the house. While Megan sits,
watching TV, Andrew and I go to work. The following pranks ensued:

Megan :
Emptied bottle of skin cream, and replaced it with tomato

sauce.
Put uncooked spagetti in pillow.
Put vegemite on door handle.

( Megan gets of lightly, because she was home, and we couldn’t
do much without her knowing )

Joanna:
Put plastic wrap over toilet seat in ensuite.
Adjusted float in cistern so it would not re-fill after

flushing, then flushed toilet, thus leaving it empty.
Replace skin cream with tomato sauce.
Put vegemite on door handles (ensuite and bedroom door) .
Put uncooked spagetti in pillow.
Poured ~i00 hazelnuts into doona.
Unscrewded lid of toothpaste and put plastic wrap under screw

cap ( this has the effect of making the toothpaste _look_ as
though its coming out, but it is enclosed in an almost
invisible plastic bubble - which makes it hard to put on the
toothbrush. )
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Mariane:
Put vegemite on door handle
Put uncooked spagetti in pillow
Set up light with timer set to go off at 2:00 am
Set up disco strobe with stereo set to go off at 3:00 am
Put alarm clock under bed set to go off at 4:00 am
Put plastic wrap over toilet seat.
Rigged flushing mechanism as above.
Stuffed container of skin oil with cotton wool, so it was
blocked up.

Unscrewed lid of toothpaste and stuffed with cotton wool.

Miscelaneous :
Filled empty tomato sauce bottle ( I wonder why it was empty ? ) with

--very-- hot tabasco sauce.
Opened up all the little cream biscuits in the biscuit barrel and

replace the creamy stuff with peanut butter and vegemite.
Put vegemite on Andrew’s and my door handles ( explanation follows )
Put piles of clothes resembling sleeping person in Andrew’s bed.

- Events begin to unfold -

Megan goes to bed around 11:30 and discovers vegemite the hard way.
Unfortunately, she spots spagetti in pillow, and avoids it. As yet
she has not used skin cream, so we’ll have to wait and see ...

Mariane comes home at ~12:15, finds vegemite ( yuk ) . Not impressed
with this, she enters hers room, and while washing her hands, notices
the plastic wrap on the toilet seat. Armed with evidence ( plastic
wrap ) and clean hands, Mariane bursts into Andrew’s room ( which is
right across the hall ) only to be vegemited again! She walks over and
kicks what she thinks is Andrew but discovers clothes and pillows, and
a football for a head. --Not impressed-- She decides that it’s time to
call it quits and goes to bed. Hears ticking of clock and removes it
from under her bed. Goes to clean teeth and finds that toothpaste won’t
come out of tube. Storms up the stairs to my room, where she finds yet
more vegemite ( she’s _very_ pissed off by now ), enters and smears me
with what’s left of the vegemite. Satisfied that she has had the last
laugh, Mariane goes back downstairs gets toothpaste, and goes looking
for Andrew. Finds Andrew sleeping in spare room. Smears him with
toothpaste. Large, loud fight breaks out, with both parties being
smeared. Mariane demands that we tell her what else we have done to
her room, so we go downstairs with her, and point out light set to go
off at 2:00 am. We also own up to the spagetti in the pillow, but do
not mention disco strobe and stereo set to blast off at 3:00 am.

Andrew and I then pretend to go to bed in our own rooms, and then
sneak out, and into the spare room, to crash out there. 3:00 comes,
stereo blasts out, and lights come on. Seconds later, it gets switched
off. Mariane does not emerge seeking retribution.

- The Day After -

Next morning I got up early and went into the uni to do a bit of work.
Before I left, I put a tiny piece of paper in the crack of the door to
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my room, so when I come home, I can see if my rooms has been tampered

with, as paper will have fallen out. When I return at i0:00 pm that

night, after being out all day, Andrew has gone to Sydney, and

everyone else had gone to bed. I see that the paper is gone, so I know

they have been in my room. Vowing to be _very-- careful I open my door,
and check out the light switch .. it looks ok, so I turn on the light.

They have replaced the normal lightbulb with a blue one. This does not

make it easy to see. "Why do they want to make it hard to see ?~" - So

I will switch on my desk lamp - ok - what have they done to my desk

lamp. I have a closer, squinting look, and discover that there is

suntan cream on the button. I use a tissue to turn it on. I then set
about looking for all the nasty little things that they have done.

First, I look under the bed - an obvious place to start - they haven’t

actually put anything under my bed, however, they removed the two legs

at the bottom of the bed. ( my bed has 6 legs, and will balance on

only four, if 2 of the end ones are removed ) o I decide to go down

stairs and wake Mariane, ( as it turns out she wasn’t asleep ) and ask

where the wheels to my bed are. She says that they are on the top

shelf of my cupboard, so I go back upstairs ( Mariane follows ) and

look in my cupboard. Not only do I find the wheels to my bed, but also

a screwdriver .. ~ As I ponder over the meaning of the screwdriver,

Mariane pulls my door closed and pulls out the door handle - thus
locking me in my room - SHIT ... how could I have been SO careless

Very pissed off with myself for falling for such a nasty one, I begin

to realise what the screwdriver is for. I decide that it will take too
long to unscrew all the little screws, and that it would be quicker to

use my swiss army knife to pop the hinges out. After having done this,

I sit down for about 15 mins - fix my door, and decide that I will

read some more a book I am in the middle of. I decide that a little

snack would be nice, and I happened to have a packet of biscuits

handy. I re-open the packet ( I had already eaten some of them ) and

eat the first one .. it tastes of mint .. ~ These are supposed to be

shortbread creams .. ? Wait a sec .. I have closer look and the last

four biscuits in the packet have had the cream replaced with

toothpaste. I was lucky in that the toothpaste made the biscuits

soggy, and thus I avoided eating them before it was too late.

Deciding that I had found just about all the little pranks that were
likely to disturb my sleep, I turned off the light, and as I did, i
remembered my clock/radio. Deciding to check the alarm - sure enough
it is set to go off at 3:30 am. I switch it off and go to sleep.

When I get up in the morning, I talk to Megan and Mariane and ask them

if it was just them that ’did’ my room. They tell me that Andrew

helped them, and then I tell them that Andrew helped me ’do’ their

rooms’. We decide to HAMMER Andrew t

Andrew rides a push bike to Uni, so the first thing we do is take the
seat off .. that should be nice and uncomfortable t
Next, we move _everything-- in his room to a little storage shed that
we have at the back of the house, and then lock it leaving a note that
the key for the shed is in the girls toilets in the Uni un,ion
building. ( By the time he gets back from Sydney - the key WILL be
there ) . We then get the ~1500 - 2000 old newspapers that are piled up
in our garage ( the whole lot takes up about as much rooms as a small
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car ) and page by page, crumple them up, until there are enough
crumpled pages to fill Andrew’s room to the roof. Let me tell you, it
was no easy job .. that’s a LOT of newspaper. (about 6 hours of paper--     --

crumpling)

Andrew is still in Sydney and I Joanne hasn’t returned from wherever
it is she went for the weekend, so I think that there are still a lot
of laughs to be had at our place. If I get time, I shall send word of
what happens to Joanne and Andrew when they come home to get their

’prezzies’

Mr Spock.

Sigh, I never _did-- see a followup to the above... Oh well. Anyway,
here’s something from the evergreen aus.bizarre:

From: zvs@bby.oz (Zev Sero)
Newsgroups" aus.bizarre
Subject- from sci.space

Today the Discovery Orbiter is scheduled to arrive at Kennedy Space Center
at 5pm. Discovery, that just returned from its five day mission last week
is reported to be in excellent condition. Although technician are checking
out two small leeks that occurred in Discovery’s main engine no. i.

Shades of Hitchhikers’ Guide to the Galaxy ....

Zev

And now, to wrap it all up, what better than the infamous Mark V Shaney:

From: mvs@softway.oz (Mark V. Shaney)
Newsgroups" aus.flame.mackin
Subject" Self preservation?

Best to stay alive. Or is this mackin man? Or is this just normal
self preservation?

May I be so bold as to suggest that the only way this group is ever
going to survive is if there is a demonstratable need for this group.
And the private mailing list traffic, although significant, will not
save this group is ever going to be overun by althetes and spectators.
It’s bad enough in the process!!

And that was just in the process!!

In the search for "meaningful" relationships, pretense is a rule about
the ,fact you’re just re posting mostly someone elses words, and trimmed
the quotes down, rather than proving you can do better than John Mackin
who has the.n~t in mind. If the net is your own private property, I’ll
be delighted to f k off. In fact, I can get it to D D. In the search
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for "meaningful" relationships, pretense is a change from all the
events? Brisbane had the olympic games back in the process!!

And that was just in the worst when Richardsons’ were playing an
imitation of Whitney Houston being strangled at least four times,
preferably by Tom Osborn, before posting.

May I be so bold as to suggest that the only way this group is ever
going to survive is if there is a change from all the events? Brisbane
had the olympic games back in the first fleet landed in Sydney in
1788 .... So what!!!

0. You have misspelt Melbourne.

Who cares what he wrote this is just a bloody cyclist cuts across in
front of me, goes to the chemist standing nearby. Much vegetable
matter thrown onto the center of the bicentennial crap.

Who is mackin? Why does he do what he does? And is he any meaningful
relation to the process?

.Mark

Cheers to my wonderful audience (the whole two of you), and we’ll
catch you in aus.bizarre some time...

Dave Horsfall (VK2KFU), Alcatel STC Australia, dave@stcns3.stc.oz
dave%stcns3.stc.oz.AU@uunet.UU.NET, ...munnari!stcns3.stc.oz.AU!dave
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